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community 01/2017 EDITORIAL

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

“Glory be to God, our Father!”—so says Apostle Paul’s letter 
to the Philippians. It is a very old idea to glorify the one God 
who has made and created everything—in other words, to 
publicly praise His power and proclaim His immeasurable 
kindness. And yet, human beings have diverged from this 
practice again and again. In fact, they have even gone so 
far as to hold God responsible for all their problems in life!      

My appeal to you today is: let us glorify God,  
our Father!  

This is not only to be our motto for the year 2017, but is 
also to define our path ahead in both life and faith. How 
are we to glorify God, the Father? I would like to mention 
three examples.

■ Let us recognise the greatness of God! He is the Creator 
from whom everything has emanated, both the visible 
creation and the whole of salvation history. It is our task 
to treat His creation with wisdom and kindness. God 
has provided all the natural resources, but the responsi ­
bility for their distribution and preservation rests with 
us human beings.  

■ Let us express our gratitude to Him for His gifts by 
doing His will even if this makes our lives more difficult. 
Let us bring Him offerings. Let us put greater trust in 
Him, rather than complain about our cares. He cares for 
us even though we are sinners. In return, let us respect 
the dignity of every person. God is the Father of all! We 
glorify our Father when we pray for those who have hurt 
us and even ask Him to grant them salvation.   

■ Let us proclaim His glory by behaving like children of 
God. In God’s eyes we are like children: we know very 
little and He knows everything. It is important for us 
to acknowledge His authority and be prepared to serve 
Him. We do not see this as a restriction of our own 
freedom, but rather as a source of blessing!  

Let us glorify God, our Father: He is greater than everything. 
Nothing can prevent Him from giving us His kingdom. 
His life, which He has laid into us, is meant to develop and 
grow. In so doing we will contribute to the oneness among 
His children in the knowledge that there is only one God 
and Father “who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all”. 

Our agenda for 2017 consists of three tasks: 
■ to recognise the glory of God, the Father, in His works.  
■ to thank Him for His gifts. 
■ to proclaim His glory by behaving like children of God. 

To this end, I wish you a great deal of joy and divine bless­
ing in the new year! 

Glory be to God, 
our Father!
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Love for  
Jesus 

Dear brothers and sisters, I am very happy to be able to 
experience this service with you. I thought about what God 
has to tell us today and the first thing that came to mind 
was that we should not lose heart. I am aware that it is not 
easy to be New Apostolic in this country, because the mem-
bership is small and the congregations are far apart. I can 
imagine that now and then the thought arises: there are so 
many denominations in this country who are very success-
ful, yet we in the work of God have such little success. The 
others have television stations and money, and we are such 
a small community. What are we supposed to do? 

“‘Therefore I say to you, her sins,  
which are many, are forgiven,  

for she loved much. But to whom  
little is forgiven, the same loves little.’ 

Then He said to her, ‘Your sins  
are forgiven.’”

Luke 7: 47–48
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The Chief Apostle celebrated a divine service in 
Gramado in Brazil on 28 September 2016. The city  
is situated in the southernmost of the 27 states,  
in Rio Grande do Sul
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Love for  
Jesus 

The answer is very simple. Think about the following.  
Peter had been out all night fishing and had caught noth-
ing. Then Jesus came and told him, “Launch out into 
the deep and let down your nets for a catch.” Peter was a 
fisherman. He knew that this would be pointless. But he  
answered, “Master, we have toiled all night and caught 
nothing; nevertheless at Your word I will let down the net” 
(Luke 5: 4–5). They went out on the lake again and brought 
back a huge catch. The Lord Himself used this event as  
an image for spreading the gospel. 

Dear brothers and sisters, let us make sure that the doctrine 
of the Apostles can continue to be disseminated. It does  
not matter how much we have or what methods we use. The 
point is not to win more members for the New Apostolic 
Church. That is not our goal. 
Nor is the idea to find people 
so that they can offer. 

The point is to find disciples 
who truly follow the Lord. 
It is important that we find 
souls who can be counted as 
the bride of the Lord. That is 
what is important, not the methods we use. There is only  
one thing that matters: to act like Peter and simply do the 
will of Jesus Christ. Brothers and sisters, may this be our 
resolve in the future too: let us make every effort to put 
the gospel into practice and to live our lives as the Lord 
expects of us. Our example will attract people whom God 
still wants to lead to His work. Let us continue to work on 
putting the gospel into practice, follow the Lord, and attract 
others through our behaviour. 

Again, it is not a question of winning members for the New 
Apostolic Church. It is a question, however, of finding true 
disciples who will follow Jesus and who want to be pre-
pared for the day of the Lord.

Our Bible text may seem a little unusual. Let me briefly 
explain the context. It is taken from the account of Jesus’ 
visit to the house of Simon the Pharisee. A woman came  
in while they were eating. Everyone knew that she was a  
sinner. She began to cry and her tears began to wet His  
feet. She dried Jesus’ feet with her hair, kissed them, and  
anointed His feet with fragrant oil. The people who were 
there were outraged. How could He allow this woman, this  
sin ner, to touch Him. Jesus knew what they were think   ing 
and asked Simon a question: “There was a certain creditor 
who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, 
and the other fifty. And when they had no thing with which 
to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, 

which of them will love him more?” (Luke 7: 41–42). 
The answer is quite simple: the debtor who had owed the 
creditor five hundred denarii loved him more. And then 
Jesus’ answer followed: “Her sins, which are many, are  
forgiven, for she loved much” (Luke 7: 47). Jesus wanted 
to say: we should love God because He forgives us. That 
applies to all of us. 

Let us always be conscious of the fact that Jesus forgives us 
our sins. We respond to His grace, His love, with our love. 

What does it mean that God forgives us our sins? First  
of all, that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, suffered and died  
for us. I do not want to dwell on this now, but how  
beauti ful if we think about all that Jesus took upon Him - 

self for us out of love. Dear 
brother, dear sister, this is  
the greatest token of His love 
that Jesus Christ could ever 
have given you: He died for 
you! If we were then to still 
ask God: “Do you still love 
me?” it would be insolent by 
human terms. Christ died 

for us! What more could God do for us other than what 
He has already done, namely sacrifice His Son for us?  
Jesus Christ died for us out of love and to forgive us  
our sins. 

The first sin He forgave us is original sin. The first instance 
of grace which was accorded us was the grace of baptism. 
He absolved us of original sin and made it possible for us  
to enter into fellowship with God. That may sound very 
theoretical, but think about it. Through baptism it has be-
come possible for us to have fellowship with God. 

And then He still forgives us our personal sins. Every 
time our actions do not correspond with the will of God, 
every time we do not live in accordance with the gospel we 
commit sin, and every sin bars the way to fellowship with  
God.

Imagine, you have the possibility of entering fellowship 
with God, but because you have sinned the way is blocked.  
Well, sure, it is not every day that we go and kill someone,  
but there are so many small sins that bar us from having  
fellowship with God. If we contravene the Ten Command-
ments we sin. Let us go back to the Ten Commandments 
and read them again for a change and ask ourselves: have 
I kept every thing? It is worth it. Every time we contra  vene 
the commandment to love our neighbour we sin. And  
yet we tend to be so generous when it comes to ourselves.  

Jesus has enabled us  
to enter into  

fellowship with God 



66

DIVINE SERVICE IN AMERICAcommunity 01/2017

Maybe we have promised God something and have not 
kept it. We are never lost for an excuse. 

Whenever we could or should 
have done something good and 
did not do it, we committed a sin. 
If we think about this we real­
ise just how often we do sin. But 
the grace of Jesus Christ takes all  
sins away. I often think about this. 
God is omniscient; He knows 
everything. He cannot forget an­
ything, because the past and pres­
ent are one and the same for Him.

I have noticed that I am getting older and a little more  
forgetful, but God forgets nothing. When He forgives, He 
takes everything away. The sin no longer exists. It is as 
though we never committed it. 

It is so hard to forgive seventy times seven times, as  
Jesus demanded (Matthew 18: 22). Another time He 
said that we should forgive our brother seven times in a 

day (Luke 17: 4). Is that not too 
much to expect? That is absolute­
ly unreasonable! – But have you  
ever thought about how often 
you have been for given for the 
same sins? 

The Lord forgives us our sins. 
He died for us. Original sin was 
washed away so that we could 
have fellowship with Him and 

that the sins could be forgiven that bar our way to fellow­
ship with Him. And because the Lord has done this we 
love Him. How do we express this love? We remain faithful 
because we experience His love in His grace. We remain 
faithful because we love Him even if He does not always 

Because we love Him 
we remain faithful to 
Him even if we do not 

understand Him
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Let me sum this up. We must be aware of how much 
grace God has granted us. The Son of God died for us. He  
delivered us from original sin so that we could have  
fellowship with God. And He is always willing to forgive 
us the small and the big sins—a hundred times if it has to 
be. He obliterates the debt. It no longer exists. And because  
He forgives us so much, we want to love Him. Out of 
love we remain faithful to Him even if we do not under-
stand Him or He does not give us what we have asked 
for. We serve Him and, out of love for Him, forgive our  
neighbour. 

Jesus says here: “Her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for 
she loved much.” These words can also be understood dif-
ferently: because she loved, He forgave her. This is a causal 
statement. But Jesus mentioned the reason why He forgave 
her: “Your faith has saved you. Go in peace” (verse 50). To 
have one’s sins forgiven requires faith. That is an indispens- 
able prerequisite. You must believe in Jesus Christ. You 
must believe that He is the Son of God. You must believe 
that He died for us. You must believe that He resurrected. 
Without faith in Jesus Christ no one can be saved. More-

Some 400 brothers and sisters attended the service in Gramado. 
Some travelled more than a thousand kilometres to be there

answer our prayers or fulfil our wishes, even if we do not 
understand Him any more at all, and even if His blessing 
is not visible. We stay with Him nevertheless. We remain 
faithful because we want to experience His love. 

How else can we express our love for Him? By serving Him. 
By doing what He asks of us. 

Let us do good. Let us serve the Lord—also in our daily 
lives. We love Him, which is why we want to help Him. We 
know that it is our task to help along so that all people can 
find the path to God. We want to help Him because He is 
so good to us. And because we love Him we are grateful 
and do what pleases Him. And what is it that pleases Him? 
He is pleased if we forgive our neighbour. This we do out 
of love for Him. He has forgiven us so many times already. 
He has delivered us. Now He comes to me and says, “I have 
a request: can you please forgive your neighbour?” I can-
not possibly tell Him: “I won’t do that. That is too much to 
ask.” I at least need to reflect on all that the Lord Jesus has 
already done for me. Alone out of love I do what He expects 
of me and forgive my neighbour. 
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over, we believe that the Apostles can proclaim forgiveness 
of sins to us by divine authority. In order to obtain forgive-
ness of sins, true faith is required. 

How do you recognise true faith and a strong faith? Apostle 
Paul clearly said that the faith that saves us works through 
love (Galatians 5: 5–6). That is true faith. 

To receive the grace of baptism you must believe in Jesus 
Christ. Only those can be baptised who profess: I believe in 
Jesus Christ. What are the effects of grace? It motivates one 
to follow the Lord out of love. Those who are baptised pro-
fess: I renounce the evil one and follow Jesus Christ. I give 
my life to Jesus Christ. Otherwise, baptism is simply noth-
ing but a tradition, without any effects. So that the grace of 
baptism can become effective, you must staunchly believe 
in Jesus Christ. This faith becomes active in love. It urges 
you to follow Jesus Christ and to live His gospel. He is our 
example. Jesus delivered us from original sin, and for this 
reason we love Him and follow Him. 

It is the same with the forgiveness of sins: in order to  
ex perience forgiveness, we must believe in Jesus Christ. 
We believe in His Apostles, and this faith becomes active 
through love. 

If we really love Jesus Christ, we will ask ourselves the 
question: Is He pleased with me? Or is there still something 
that bothers Him about me? Wanting to please the object 
of your love and constantly examining yourself is an ex-
pression of love. Is there still something that the Lord Jesus 
finds displeasing in me? 

This self-examination is absolutely indispensable if we want 
to obtain forgiveness of sins. If I love the Lord Jesus then I 
will suffer because of my sins. Then I do not say: “Every-
body is doing it, so it cannot be all that bad.” If I realise 
that my way to Jesus is barred because of a silly thing, a 
trifle, then I have likewise realised that no sin is too small. 
Because of this small lie, because of what I have done or  
not done, I cannot come to the Lord! Then sin turns into 
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pain, into suffering. We suffer on account of our actions 
or omissions because we did not do what we should have 
done. Because we love the Lord we suffer from our sins. 

Because we love the Lord we are determined that things 
must change, change for the better! I want the Lord to be 
pleased with me because I want to go to Him! That must 
change. Out of love for the Lord we are prepared to forgive 
our neighbour. And we ask ourselves what is more import­
ant: fellowship with Christ or the fact that I am in the right? 
That everybody sees the other one is wrong and needs to 
be punished? Out of love for the Lord we say: we will drop 
everything; we want to have fellowship with Christ. Be­
cause we love the Lord we are ready for reconciliation. We 
know that He wants us to be one, to live in unity. He does 
not want discord between people. And out of love for Him 
we are then willing to reconcile with our neighbour.

Where there is self­reflection, where there is a will to change 
for the better, where one suffers under one’s sins and regrets 
them, where one is prepared to forgive the neighbour and 
reconcile with him, there one can experience the forgive­
ness of sins. It is that simple, dear brothers and sisters. Let 
us think about this a little more, this grace that the Lord has 
given us. Let us love Him because His grace is so great. No 
matter what happens, let us remain faithful to Him. Let us 
serve Him. Let us forgive our neighbour because we want 
to please the Lord. Let us have a strong faith, one that acts 

CORE THOUGHTS

We love Jesus Christ because He grants us  
His forgiveness. To obtain it we must believe  
in Jesus Christ. True faith is expressed in our  
love for Christ. 

out of love. Let us constantly examine ourselves and want 
to change for the better. Let us become more like Jesus. We 
suffer because of our sins, and we regret them and want to 
forgive our neighbour and reconcile with him. We want to 
follow the Lord and have eternal fellowship with Him. And 
wherever this faith, which is expressed through love, is ac­
tive and present, we will receive forgiveness. 

Dear brothers and sisters, I had not intended this to be­
come a course in theology. Take these thoughts as coming 
from the Holy Spirit, and think about them. I can assure 
you that the more we ponder about these things the more 
God will bless us. 
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The Chief Apostle first explained the biblical context. 
While the people of Israel were being besieged by the  
powerful Babylonians, Jeremiah had to deal with false 
prophets who told the people what they wanted to hear. 
First, they tried to make the people believe that the enemy 
did not pose a danger for them. Then they told the peo-
ple that as long as they stayed in the temple nothing would 
happen to them. And, finally, when Jerusalem fell to the 
Babylonians, the false prophets told the captives that their 
captivity would end quickly. Every time, God sent His 
prophet to tell them the truth. 

Struggling with the Holy Spirit 
against false promises

“The story of the prophet Jeremiah is an eloquent image for 
us,” the Chief Apostle said. “As children of God, reborn out 
of water and Spirit, we are citizens of heaven. One could 
say we are captives in this world and are waiting to be de-
livered.” But instead of the prophet it is the Holy Spirit who 
now tells us God’s will. 

“But not even the Holy Spirit will tell us everything,” the 
Chief Apostle said, citing the future of God’s plan of salva-
tion and the world of the beyond as examples. “The task of 
the Holy Spirit consists in telling us what we need to know 

Appeasing, whitewashing, relativising … The false prophets that Jeremiah had to 
deal with told the people only what they wanted to hear. Chief Apostle Jean-Luc 
Schneider saw an image in this for our time. The congregation that had gathered 
at the Keio Plaza Hotel in Tama City near Tokyo (Japan) to participate in this ser-
vice on 29 May 2016 was small.
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to be saved. That is what is important! And that is enough 
for us.” 

Admonisher and guide
“The Holy Spirit also warns us of false prophets,” the Chief 
Apostle went on. He warns us  
■ not to downplay the dangers of sin: “Sin is serious. You 

can never be sure that you will obtain grace. You must 
obey the will of God, that is your task.” 

■ not to think we are safe as long as we come to church, 
give our offering, and pray: “That is not enough. If you 
don’t change, if you don’t mend your ways, you will not 
be saved.”

■ not to neglect the commission given us by God: “God 
wants us to be a source of blessing for the people around 
us so that they can find Christ and discover His love and 
truth.”  

The Holy Spirit also shows us the way to deliverance. “He 
shows us Jesus Christ and His love, and tells us, ‘Look  
at Jesus and trust Him.’” The Holy Spirit tells us about  
the wonderful future God wants to give us: eternal fel - 
lowship with Jesus Christ. And finally the Holy Spirit re - 
inforces our confidence and tells us, “Our hope is solid and 
well-founded, because it is based on the word of Christ.”

“Let us fight against sin,” Chief Apostle Schneider urged 
the congregation in conclusion. “We don’t just want to stay 
New Apostolic; we want to change! We are aware that we 
have a mission on earth. We are part of society and want to 
be a source of blessing for our neighbour.” 

CORE THOUGHTS

Jeremiah 29: 11

“For I know the thoughts that I think 
toward you, says the Lord, thoughts  
of peace and not of evil, to give you  
a future and a hope.”  

The Holy Spirit comforts us by revealing the 
thoughts of God in us and by instructing us in  
His will. 

Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider travelled 
to Japan for the first time in May 2016. A  
total of one hundred members gathered for 
the two divine services he celebrated there
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The watchman and the house of Israel are an image for the 
ministers and the Church, for today’s congregation. “The 
Bible text says: ‘I have made you’, meaning it is a call from 
God. We have been called by God to serve Him, not by a 
human being or an organisation,” the Chief Apostle point-
ed out. And God has called us to serve Him. A minister is 
therefore a servant of God. Agreeing to accept a ministry 
does not come with benefits. “We did not become minis-
ters, servants of God, so that we would be better off in life,” 
the Chief Apostle explained. We are there to serve God and 
the congregation. 

Serve with love,  
do not rule!  

Salvation is not automatic 
Fulfilling the duties connected with our ministry and serv-
ing God does not automatically earn us salvation. These are 
two completely different things: “One can be a very good 
minister and do a fantastic job in the work of God and still 
have to stay behind on the day of the Lord.” The ministry 
and our service to God do not help us in attaining our own 
salvation. Chief Apostle Schneider was unequivocal: “I can-
not come to the Lord Jesus and say, ‘Lord, I was your Chief 
Apostle. You have to take me along!’ He could respond: ‘No, 

All active and retired ministers from Albania and the neighbouring republic  
of Kosovo gathered for a divine service with Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider 
in our church in Tirana on Saturday, 9 July 2016.
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you were only an instrument, one I no longer need now.’  
If things in my soul do not change for the better, then I will 
not be there on the day of the Lord.”

The duty of a watchman
A watchman has to be vigilant, recognise danger, and warn 
others. What the watchman cannot do, however, is fight 
against the enemy all by himself nor can he prevent the  
enemy from attacking. It is similar with our faith, the Chief 
Apostle said: “As servants of God we cannot prevent tribu- 
lations from affecting the congregation. We cannot eradi-
cate evil. It is our job to recognise the danger and to warn 
the brothers and sisters. Neither can we fight on behalf of 
the members. Every child of God has to fight for its own 
salvation. This is something the Priest cannot do for the 
members.”

No dominion over the faithful 
Ministers do not have dominion over the congregation. 
“Our ministry is not some kind of rank that allows us to 
rule over the congregation so that they would have to serve 
us,” the Chief Apostle clearly said. As a watchman we have 
received an elevated position through the sanctification, 
the divine call to serve God, at our ordination.

Excellent vision 
A watchman needs good eyes. If he were short-sighted 
he would be useless. The Chief Apostle mentioned three  

factors that are important when it comes to serving the 
congregation. 
■ Consider things from the perspective of eternal life: “It 

is not only a question of earthly well-being. Think about 
the goal, think about the coming of the Lord, and think 
about eternal life.” 

■ Do not limit yourself to what you see: “We would be 
a poor judge of the situation if we were unaware that 
things continue in the beyond.” We have to look beyond 
our small congregation and consider the work of God as 
a whole.

■ Do not only see yourself: “The Lord Jesus is the example, 
not me! If the others are different, let them be. Import-
ant is that they follow the Lord Jesus and model their 
lives on the gospel.” 

CORE THOUGHTS

Ezekiel 3: 17 

“Son of man, I have made you a 
watchman for the house of Israel; 
therefore hear a word from My mouth, 
and give them warning from Me.”

Ministers have been called and sanctified by God 
to serve Him. Guided by the Holy Spirit, they warn 
the congregations of any dangers that threaten 
and act as role models for the members. 

Albania is cared for by District Apostle Storck from North 
Rhine-Westphalia in Germany. There are two hundred  
members in six congregations: in Tirana, Elbasan, Fier, 
Lushnje, Kuçova, and Ura Vaygurore
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Let the light shine! 

Jesus Christ is the light that God sent to earth. Through 
Him people can distinguish God and see Him as He is. This 
is a light that cannot be extinguished, because the victory 
on the cross is final and eternally valid. In order to make 
use of this light one has to accept it in faith. “Let us not 
cover it with earthly concerns,” the Chief Apostle asked the 
congregation. “Let us use this light for the purpose it has 
been given to us: to lead us into the kingdom of God.”

Nearly 92,000 people participated in the divine service that Chief Apostle Jean-Luc 
Schneider celebrated in Uganda on 24 July. Well over three thousand were in  
Kampala and saw and heard the Chief Apostle directly, while thousands of others 
followed the service on national television. It was also broadcast in Tanzania and 
Kenya.    
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Let the light shine! 

The light of knowledge
“This light is also an image for the word of God, for the 
teaching of Jesus.” It illuminates the difference between 
good and bad and between right and wrong. In order to be 
able to use it for our own salvation we have to accept this 
light and believe in it: “The teaching of Jesus also applies to 
our life and our situation today.” We have to make sure that 
we do not cover this light up, because that would mean that 
we hear the word of God but that our actions do not corres­
pond with it. “Let us use the light to illuminate our hearts 
and to adjust our conduct accordingly.”

The light of the ministry
“Living Apostles have the commission to bring this light 
into our midst.” In other words, it is their task to proclaim 
the gospel and prepare people for the return of Christ  
through word and sacrament. But to be able to partake 
in this we have to accept Christ’s ambassadors and their  
teaching, and this in spite all their shortcomings and im­
perfections. “By not using the Apostle ministry, we are  
covering it up.” 

The light of testimony
“You are the light of the world.” Here Jesus calls on us to be 
His witnesses, to show that His teaching is the truth, and to 
prove that one can do what He asks us to do. We accept this 

CORE THOUGHTS

Luke 8: 16

“No one, when he has lit a lamp,  
covers it with a vessel or puts it under 
a bed, but sets it on a lampstand that 
those who enter may see the light.”

We profess Jesus Christ out of love for our fellow 
man. As servants of God we seek to sanctify our-
selves. The Lord has sent us to provide His people 
with an abundance of care and strength so that 
they will able to enter into eternal fellowship with 
Him. 

commission no matter the circumstances we face in life, 
even then when we go through tribulations or experience 
failure.” 

The Chief Apostle summed things up as follows: “Let us  
radiate the light of Christ for our own salvation and the 
salvation of our neighbour.” 
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Actually, Jonathan should have 
become king, because he was 
the king’s son. But God had cho-
sen David. But Jonathan was not 
jealous. David was his best friend 
and he loved him. He took off his 
robe, together with his armour 
and also his sword, bow, and 
belt, and gave them to David. 
But King Saul became jealous 
and suspicious of David. He was 

a good fighter and the people 
liked him more than the king. 
Saul became more and more 
angry. One day he threw a spear 
at David twice. David was able  
to dodge the spear both times. 
But Saul wanted to kill David. 
Jonathan warned his friend, 
“Hide until tomorrow! I will talk to 
my father and find out what he is 
planning and let you know.” 
Jonathan talked to his father 
and stood up for David: “He has 
never done you any wrong. He 
always fought for you, he killed 
Goliath. He never did you any 
wrong. Why do you want to kill 
an innocent man?” Saul was 
convinced and promised his son 
that he would not harm David. 
Jonathan reported this to David, 
who returned. But the king 

forgot his prom-
ise and again 

hurled a 
spear at David. 
He dodged it. 
That night David 
ran away. 

DAVID AND JONATHAN
(1 SAMUEL 18–20)

After David had defeated the 
Philistine Goliath in battle, he 
lived in the house of King Saul, 
the father of Jonathan. David and  
Jonathan were friends. 
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17

He came back one more time  
to ask his friend Jonathan,  
“What have I done to make your 
father want to kill me?” 
Jonathan answered, “He is not 
planning on killing you. My father 
would have told me.”
“Yes,” David said, “but your father 
knows that we are friends, and 
maybe that is why he has not told 
you anything.” 
Jonathan said that he would go 
and find out whether David was 
right. He told him that he would 
come back afterwards with a 
servant and shoot three arrows: 
“If I tell the servant, ‘The arrows 
are behind you,’ then everything 
is all right and you can return to 
the king’s house. But if I tell the 
servant, ‘The arrow is farther on,’ 
your life is in danger and you will 
have to leave.” 
Again the two friends promised to 
stay friends forever. David went 
to hide in the fields.  

Meanwhile, there 
was a big feast 

in the palace. 
Saul asked 

why David 

was not there. Jonathan de-
fended his friend’s absence. Saul 
became so furious with  
Jonathan for being on David’s 
side that he threw a spear at his 
own son. Now Jonathan realized 
that David was right and that his  
father was determined to kill 
David. 
Jonathan was so upset that he 
ate nothing that night. The fol-
lowing morning he took a serv-
ant with him and went out to the 
fields to warn David. He shot 
three arrows and called to the 
boy, “The arrows are farther on!” 
Jonathan then gave his weapons 
to the boy and told him to take 
them back to town. He wanted to 
see David one more time. 
Both cried because they had to 
part ways. 

David was anointed king by Samuel. David lived at King Saul’s  
court and played the harp for the king and served as his weapons  

carrier. He married Saul’s daughter, Michal. After Saul’s death, David 
became king over Judah. He was about thirty years old. Seven years 

later, he became king over all twelve tribes. He conquered  
Jerusalem and made it his new capital city. He secured and enlarged 
his dominion by conquering numerous neighbouring nations. David 

reigned from about 1004 to 965 before Christ. He appointed Solomon 
to succeed him and died in Jerusalem at the age of about 70. 
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Prayer and 
sacrifice

What do we mean when we talk about prayer?
Prayer is an opportunity given by God for human beings to 
enter into contact with Him. In prayer the believer experi-
ences: God is present, God hears, and God answers. Thus 
the believing human being bows before God’s majesty and 
love in humbleness. The Holy Spirit provides inspiration 
for proper prayer. 

Is praying necessary?
Praying is at times described as the breathing of the soul. 
This image serves to illustrate the necessity of prayer for the 
believer. Faith without prayer is not a living faith. A prayer 
without faith is not a real prayer.

What instructions did Jesus give concerning 
prayer?
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus gave important instruc-
tions concerning prayer (Matthew 6: 5–8). We are not to 
make an outward show of prayer nor are we to use a lot 
of words. We may address God as “Father”. Prayers should 
come from the heart. In view of His return Jesus admon-
ished: “Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be 

counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to 
pass, and to stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21: 36).

What does the Bible relate about the prayer life of 
Jesus?
The gospels attest that Jesus often withdrew to pray. The 
gospel of Luke relates that Jesus made a special point of 
praying before decisive events, namely: 
■ before the Holy Spirit descended upon Him (Luke  

3: 21–22),
■ before He chose the twelve Apostles (Luke 6: 12),
■ before the Father transfigured Him in the presence of 

witnesses from here and the beyond (Luke 9: 28–36),
■ before His sufferings began (Luke 22: 41–46),
■	 before He died on the cross (Luke 23: 46).
It is of note that Jesus already gave thanks before His prayer 
had been granted (John 11: 41–42).

How are we to pray?
Prayer is not bound to any outward form, nevertheless, the 
intensity of the prayer can be promoted by closing one’s 
eyes, folding one’s hands, or kneeling. The supplicant there-

The Catechism of the New Apostolic Church in Questions and Answers was 
published in September 2015. community presents excerpts of some of the 750 
questions and answers. In this issue we will look at New Apostolic Christians and 
their life of faith, particularly the aspects of prayer and sacrifice as well as the 
topic of marriage and family. 
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by withdraws from the busy activity of daily life to pause 
and bow before God in humbleness. 
New Apostolic Christians begin and end their day with a 
prayer. They also pray before meals. They may also turn to 
God repeatedly in the course of the day in order to feel His 
nearness and seek His help. 
In the family circle, parents pray with their children and 
thereby teach them to develop their own prayer life.

What is the content of a prayer?
The content of a prayer is defined by adoration and wor-
ship, thanks, petitions, and intercessions.

What is the source of adoration and worship?
The knowledge of the majesty of God prompts human be-
ings to worship and adore Him: “Oh come, let us worship 
and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord our Maker” 
(Psalm 95: 6).

For what things do we express our thanks when 
we pray?
When praying, we give thanks for everything that has been 
given to us by the goodness of God: word, grace, and sacra-
ment, as well the earthly gifts of sustenance, clothing, and 
accommodation.

What petitions do we bring before God?
We bring all our concerns to God in our petitions. These 
have to do with preservation in faith, angel protection, or 
help in daily life. The most significant petition is with re-
gard to the imminent return of Christ and our longing to 
be accepted in grace at that moment.

Why do we intercede for others?
Intercessions are an expression of love for our neighbour. 
They are not limited to our own family or congregation, but 
can rather include all those who need God’s help, be it on 
earth or in the beyond.

What are the effects of prayer?
Prayer strengthens faith and trust in God, and provides the 
assurance of security in God. After praying, the supplicant 
is sure that all his concerns now lie in the hand of God: 
“Commit your way to the Lord, trust also in Him, and He 
shall bring it to pass” (Psalm 37: 5).

What do we mean when we talk about the “willing-
ness to offer and sacrifice”?
In general, the term “willingness to offer and sacrifice” re-
fers to a person’s inner desire to use his gifts and talents for 
the benefit of others and even put his own interests aside 
for this purpose.

What do people generally mean when they talk 
about “offerings and sacrifices”?
In common language, “sacrifices” are gifts that are offered 
to God. They can also be understood as human deeds per-
formed in service to others. Monetary gifts that are donated 
for religious purposes are likewise sacrifices in the religious 
sense.

How do we understand our sacrifices?
We understand our sacrifices to be the gifts and talents, 
time, and energy that are put to work in the service of God 
and His work. Even the endeavour to refrain from doing 
something for the benefit of God’s work is a sacrifice. Be-
lievers also feel the need to express their gratitude and love 
for God in concrete gifts (sacrifices), be it in the form of 
money or natural goods. According to Malachi 3: 10, we 
are to bring the tithe of our increase into the house of the 
Lord. The tithe can serve as a guide to the members in their 
offerings. 
Everything that the believer does or refrains from doing 
out of love for God is, finally, a sacrifice.  

What is the basis for our willingness to sacrifice?
A sacrifice in the Christian sense should not be considered 
an enforced obligation. Neither should it be made in ex-
pectation of a reward. Rather, the willingness to sacrifice 
should spring forth from faith, gratitude, and love for God.

How is willingness to sacrifice demonstrated in 
congregational life?
Willingness to sacrifice is shown directly in congregation-
al life: many members dedicate a considerable portion of 
their leisure time, energy, and talent to the service of the 
congregation without remuneration. Many of them are 
active in the musical programming and instruction of the 
Church. With few exceptions, the ministers also work in a 
voluntary capacity.
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Marriage and family
What is marriage?
Marriage is the lifelong union between a man and woman, 
as desired by God, and upon which His blessing rests. It 
also forms the foundation for the family. It is based on a 
public promise of fidelity that is freely given by both part-
ners. Mutual love and fidelity are indispensable factors in 
the success of a marriage. 
Polygamy (marriage with multiple spouses) is not consist-
ent with Christian doctrine and tradition.

What can we derive from the account of creation 
concerning marriage?
“So God created man in His own image; in the image of 
God He created him; male and female He created them. 
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruit    - 
ful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it’” (Genesis 1: 
27–28). Both man and woman are thus created in the im-
age of God. Different yet equal before him, they both stand 
under the blessing of God. 

Human beings are created to have companionship. In their 
spouses, both man and woman have a counterpart whom 
they can support and help. “And the Lord God said, ‘It 
is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a  
helper comparable to him’” (Genesis 2: 18).
By entering into marriage, man and woman are amalgam-
ated into a single entity intended to last for their lifetime: 
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and  
be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh” 
(Genesis 2: 24).

What is the significance of the wedding blessing? 
The wedding blessing can have many different effects: 
it provides strength for enduring love and fidelity, pro-
motes the willingness to serve, help, and understand one 
another, and it helps partners to forgive each other and 
reconcile differences. However, the blessing received 
can only take effect if the couple conducts themselves  
accordingly.
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What significance does the Christian faith have for 
the success of the marriage?
It is desirable for spouses to have a common agreement in 
matters of faith, however, the fact that both partners are 
Christians is no guarantee for a harmonious matrimony.
All questions pertaining to their life together should be 
discussed and clarified before marriage, particularly in the 
case where either one of the partners is of a different cul-
ture, religion, or confession.

What is the significance of sex in marriage?
If mutual consent and true love stand in the foreground, 
sex can be an important bond within a marriage and con-
tribute to the well-being of both spouses. Sex in marriage 
should be defined by mutual respect, sensitivity, and un-
derstanding.

What is the New Apostolic Church’s position on 
family planning?
Family planning is at the discretion of both partners. Never-
theless, the Church opposes all contraceptive methods and 
means that function primarily to terminate an already fer-
tilised egg cell. The Church generally accepts artificial in-
semination, however, it opposes all measures by which life 
may be destroyed through human choice.

What is the New Apostolic Church’s position on 
fulfilling one’s obligations in one’s profession and
society?
The Ten Commandments provide direction for fulfilling 
one’s duties in one’s profession and in society. 
It is the obligation of the Christian to contribute to the 
bene fit of society. Each individual shares in this responsi-
bility.

How does the New Apostolic Church perceive its 
responsibility to society?
Within the scope of its capacity and commission, the New 
Apostolic Church helps to promote the common good. 
The New Apostolic Church advocates peace in the world, 
appeals for reconciliation, and admonishes forgiveness. It 
opposes all forms of violence.

Do New Apostolic Christians participate in public 
life?
Yes, New Apostolic Christians are active in public life. The 
Church does not influence its members concerning their 
political opinions or activities.

The New Apostolic Church calls upon its members to treat 
all people—irrespective of social standing, age, language, or 
any other differences—with respect and tolerance.

What is the position of the New Apostolic Church 
toward the state?
The New Apostolic Church attaches importance to open 
and constructive relations with governments and public 
authorities. It is politically neutral. Its activities conform 
to the laws of each respective country, in accordance with 
Romans 13: 1: “Let every soul be subject to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and 
the authorities that exist are appointed by God.” This pre-
supposes that even the power of the state is in harmony 
with the divine commandments.
The Church fulfils its legal obligations under the laws and 
regulations of the respective countries in which it works. 
In turn, it also expects its position to be respected and ac-
knowledged.

How is the relationship of the New Apostolic 
Church with other churches, denominations, and
religions?
The New Apostolic Church and its members respect the re-
ligious practices of other people and refrain from making 
derogatory remarks concerning those of different faiths, 
different religions, and different denominations. They en-
deavour to have a good and peaceable relationship on the 
basis of mutual respect. The Church rejects all forms of  
religious fanaticism. 
In dialogue with other Christian churches—irrespective 
of differing doctrinal positions—the commonalities of the 
Christian faith are emphasised.

What is the social commitment of the New  
Apostolic Church?
The New Apostolic Church is committed to the gospel. 
Thus it understands its duty to engage in charitable activity  
that benefits all people irrespective of personal differ ences.  
This work is supported by the voluntary commitment of 
many helpers in the congregations, but also by material as-
sistance. 
Within the scope of its abilities, the Church plans, pro-
motes, and supports nonprofit and charitable projects, 
institutions, and aid campaigns around the world. It also 
works in collaboration with relief organisations.
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